Final Writing Assignment for ENGL 1011-03
Your final paper will be on the subject we have been covering for over a week:  the importance of truth-telling in the media, false news that is believed by many, and the impact this has on a country, any country.
In an NBC News article by Maggie Fox, dated March 8, 2018, entitled “Fake News: Lies Spread Faster on Social Media than Truth Does,” she writes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	“Falsehood diffused significantly farther, faster, deeper, and more broadly than the truth in all 	categories of information, and the effects were more pronounced for false political news than 	for false news about terrorism, natural disasters, science, urban legends, or financial 	information,” the team, led by Sinan Aral of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, wrote in 	the Journal of Science.

This article, which I will distribute in class today, is important because we all know that “fake news” has grown in importance all over the world, but that it spreads faster and is more believed causes us to think seriously about this issue.  We all use social media; we all post things for others to read or see; we all share what others have sent us—but do we really check them out for accuracy?  Does it matter?  If you have been watching the news at all lately, you know that Mark Zuckerberg  has been speaking before a Congressional Committee about how his brainchild, Facebook, which has brought him billions of dollars in advertising revenue, was also used to steer the last American election—and has been used in the elections of other countries.  So there are many ways that this last paper can go, but here are a few of them:
· A possible paper might discuss the importance of truth in our lives, and especially in the media.  In a recent article on AlJazeera by Ahmed Al Sheikh dated Dec. 11, 2016, he explained that “post-truth” was the British Oxford Dictionary’s “word of the year in 2016.”  What does a world of “post-truth” mean for us?  Does truth matter?  How do you know the truth of something you hear or read?  This is where all the handouts I gave you will help as this is the subject of many of them.
•	Your paper should have a project statement:  What will your paper DO (e.g, explain, illustrate, show, defend, etc.  It must be a VERB telling the reader what you hope to do in this paper).
•	The paper should use the resources we used in class. 
•	You are required to use quotations from any or all of the above in your paper, but you must be sure to indicate that you are using the words of another by using quotations marks around the words you copied.  Not to do so is plagiarism.  
